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NEW CATCHMENT
SENSITIVE FARMING

ADVISER FOR THE UPPER
MERSEY

Welcome to the November 2025 edition of the Mersey Rivers Trust farming
newsletter! 

Read on to find out more about farming news and what’s on offer this month, you
can also keep up to date with our Farming Hub online.  

NOVEMBER 2025

Natural England has appointed Kathryn
Kelsall as the new Catchment Sensitive
Farming adviser for the Upper Mersey.
Kathryn offers FREE, confidential advice to
help farmers improve business efficiency
whilst protecting soil, water and air.

Support is available on:
Soil, slurry and nutrient management
Ammonia reduction
Machinery and infrastructure
Pesticide handling
Water resources, flooding and local
environmental priorities
Grant schemes including Capital Grants,
SFI and Higher Tier

Planning to apply for Capital Grants? Now is
the time to get in touch!
Contact the CSF team at
csf.northwest@naturalengland.org.uk, or
Kathryn by email at
kathryn.kelsall@naturalengland.org.uk or call
her on 07900 608442

https://www.merseyriverstrust.org/what-we-do/water-friendly-farming-hub


NOVEMBER 2025

WATER NET GAIN PROJECT

Water Net Gain is a catchment-scale
approach whereby farmers are paid to store
water on their land. 

Creating additional ponds and reservoirs
means water can be used on-farm or actively
released into rivers and streams to improve
flows during droughts. 

This research project is being piloted across
catchments throughout the country, and
farms in the River Alt and River Dean
catchments are being asked to take part.

If you are interested in having a farm visit
from our advisors to see if there is potential
for a storage pond on your farm please get in
touch by emailing farming@merseyrivers.org
or calling Amara on 07554900045

MERSEY RIVERS TRUST
SMALL GRANTS SCHEME

25/26 REMINDER
For farmers in the River Bollin Catchment
and Upper Weaver who are currently
completing capital works through our two
small grant projects, please note that all
funded works must be fully completed and
signed off by 28 February 2026.

If you have already finished your works,
please get in touch so we can arrange the
sign-off and payment of your works. 
Contact Amara on 07554 900045 or email
farming@merseyrivers.org.

https://www.merseyriverstrust.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/merseybasin

