
Water Friendly Farming 
in Valley & Englesea Brooks



Who are we?
• Mersey Rivers Trust is a charity working 

in partnership with all those interested 
in improving our local rivers and 
waterways. It is the Rivers Trust for the 
River Mersey and its catchment.

• Our work covers the whole of the 
Mersey Basin

• We have three operational catchments, 
with different teams in each area, 
• Cheshire
• Liverpool City
• Greater Manchester



Catchment Maps



Valley Brook Water Quality

• The Valley Brook is in poor ecological status. 
• The main reasons why Valley Brook is not in 

good ecological state are due to three main 
areas: agriculture & rural land management, 
urban & transport and the water industry. 

• There are 15 CSO’s (Combine Sewers 
Overflow) and other water industry inputs into 
the Valley Brook, these released into the Valley 
Brook over 200 times for a total of over 1000 
hours in 2023. 



Reasons For Not Achieving Good status

RNAG by Category

Category/Business Sector Source to 
Englesea

Brook

Englesea Brook 
to River 
Weaver

Total %

Agriculture and Rural Land 
Management

8 5 13 33%

Urban and Transport 3 6 9 23%

Water Industry 6 1 7 18%

No Sector Responsible 4 3 7 18%

Sector Under Investigation 2 1 3 8%

Total 23 16 39 100%



Bentley Valley Brook Funding

• Bentley Motors have funded Mersey Rivers 
trust to undertake work to help improve 
Valley Brook. This complements work 
being done by Crewe Town Improvement 
Fund and the EA. 

• The project is to help improve the 
biodiversity, water quality and help reduce 
flooding of the Valley Brook for residents 
of Crewe. 

• The funding includes providing Farm 
Water Management Plans within the 
catchment. 



Community Engagement
• We have been working and engaging with local groups within 

Crewe to educate and help improve their local waterways. 
• We have run balsam bashes, water testing sessions, nature walks 

& activities such as willow spiling.



Water Management Plans

• As part of this we have funding 
to provide Water Management 
Plans to farmers in the Valley & 
Englesea Brook catchments. 

• We are providing free advice 
and a farm plan.



Water Friendly Farming
• Since 2019 Mersey Rivers Trust has 

worked with farms in the Upper 
Weaver and produced plans and small 
grants for capital works 

• Provided free advice and a farm plan, 
and a potential small grant to implement 
measures identified in the plan



Funding?
• We hope that for the financial year 2025/26 we 

will have funding to be able to provide farms in 
the Upper Weaver with small amounts of grant 
funding to carry out recommendations made in 
the Water Management Plan

• You must have a Water 
Management Plan to qualify for 
funding!



What is a Water Management Plan?
Farm Advisors visit your farm and in discussion with 
you walk the yard and fields and look at ways to 
reduce phosphate in the water such as: 
• Separation of clean and dirty water
• Rainwater harvesting
• Fencing
• Water troughs
• Concrete
• Livestock tracks
• Sward lifting 
• Buffer strips
• Undersowing



How it works….
Farm visit….

We do not have any 
regulatory powers

Our visits are 
confidential

We want to work 
together to 
improve water 
quality



Farm Water Management Plan

Outline of farm 
business type 
and farming 
processes

Farm information on 
farm type and water 
uses, rainfall, 
nutrient use and crop 
details



Farm Water Management Plan



What’s in it for me?
• FREE farm business advice – it only costs your time
• Water Management Plan captures items that could be submitted 

into other schemes, support supplier schemes (e.g Tesco, 
Müller)

• Potential to be considered for future funding – but you need a 
water management plan



Invasive Non-Native 

Species (INNS)







Thank You

Email: justine@merseyrivers.org 

sally@merseyrivers.org
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