
Water Friendly 
Farming in the 

Duckow



Who are we?
• The Mersey Rivers Trust is a 

charity working in partnership 
with all those interested in 
improving our local rivers and 
waterways. It is the Rivers Trust 
for the River Mersey and its 
catchment.

• Our work covers the whole of 
the Mersey Basin

• We have three operational 
catchments, with different teams 
in each area, 
• Cheshire
• Liverpool City
• Greater Manchester

Alt Crossens and 
Cheshire areas have 

farm focusses  



Water Friendly Farming
• From 2019 – 2021 Mersey 

Rivers Trust worked with 
Severn Rivers Trust, United 
Utilities and DEFRA funding

• Provided free advice and a 
farm plan, and a potential 
small grant to implement 
measures identified in the 
plan



Better Rivers Better Northwest
• United Utilities have committed to deliver £230 million in 

environmental improvements from 1st Jan 2023 – 30th Nov 2025
• Working with Rivers Trusts to hold events and create cluster groups 

where we can chat to farms about water friendly farming and 
other topics

• AND FARM PLANS!!

Would you like to set up a 
farming group for the Duckow?



Catchment Map



Why the Duckow?

Poor ecological status
• Failing due to ammonia, nitrates, and phosphates as 

well as fish, macrophytes and phytobenthos

18 Reasons for Not Achieving 
Good Status
• 16 due to agricultural practices

– Soil management
– Nutrient management
– Livestock
– Pesticides 

• 2 unknown source





Engagement….



How it works….
Farm visit….
Ways to reduce phosphate in the water such as: 
• Separation of clean and dirty water
• Rainwater harvesting
• Fencing
• Water troughs
• Concrete
• Livestock tracks
• Sward lifting 
• Buffer strips
• Undersowing



How it works….
Farm visit….

We do not have any 
regulatory powers

Our visits are confidential

We want to work 
together to improve 
water quality



Farm Water Management Plan

Outline of farm 
business type and 
farming processes

Farm information on 
farm type and water 
uses, rainfall, nutrient 
use and crop details



Farm Water Management Plan



What’s in it for me?
• FREE farm business advice – it only costs your time
• Water Management Plan captures items that could 

be submitted into other schemes, support supplier 
schemes (e.g Tesco, Müller)

• Potential to be considered for future funding – but 
you need a water management plan



Duckow Weir
• Mersey Rivers Trust has recently secured £52,000 

to remove the Gas House weir on the Duckow
• Open Rivers also paid for feasibility study in 2022
• Will open up nearly 10km of river to fish passage
• Improve biodiversity and flow over 2km upstream 

of the weir – sediment will be managed
• Hope works will be completed this winter 



Duckow Weir



Water Restoration Grant 
• Applying for funding to scope out other habitat 

improvement works that can be done along the 
River Duckow – study only at this stage

• Supports work to make flow and function of river 
better

• Will know outcome of this bid in July/August 2024



Water Quality 
• United Utilities have worked at Prees Road to put 

in new Fuji Clean package
• Are working with MRT to set out baseline water 

quality sampling sites – test run of sites being 
carried out in early May

• Water samples will be analysed in UU labs and test 
for 
• Phosphates
• Nitrates
• Ammonia
• BOD and Dissolved O2



Thank You
Email: sally@merseyrivers.org
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